Dear [add in the name of your general election candidate]
I support people-owned green energy. It helps people stabilise their electricity bills, reduce their carbon footprint and enables them to play a genuine part in the UK’s green transition. I believe consumer owned wind farms and solar parks should be a much bigger part of the UK’s green electricity sector. This is really important to me and as a voter I am asking candidates for their position on the following issues. 

1. 20% people power as standard  

We are calling for a requirement to make 20% of all new wind farms and solar parks to be open for consumer ownership. This would enable more people to own projects near them and integrate consumer ownership into the UK’s energy mix.  


2. Stop double paying for green energy  


Consumers currently pay around £140 per year in green levies on their energy bills. These fund subsidies paid to other wind farms. It’s not fair that they should be funding someone else’s green power, when they already own their own. There are already systems for exempting certain consumers from levies. I want them to be used so consumer owners don’t pay twice for green power. 


3. No tax on bill savings 

Some co-operative owners will have to pay tax on part of their electricity bill savings. This is unfair. The  perceived risk of tax complications is a real barrier to take up. Obviously, for those who do have to pay tax, it reduces the value of their savings. The introduction of a tax relief on bill savings, like that which exists for home solar, would enable everyone to retain the full value of their savings in a simple and effective way. It’s crazy to potentially pay a tax on a bill saving.   


4. Interest-free loans so ownership is accessible for low income households 

Green energy ownership should be accessible and affordable for everyone. People on lower incomes may not be able to afford the upfront cost of buying a bit of a wind farm or solar park. An interest free loan to enable people to buy a share of a project, with the repayment deducted from their savings at source, would be a simple and effective way to broaden ownership. 


With the general election coming up, I’d like to understand your position on these 4 points.
 
Your sincerely
[add in your name]

